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THE ARRIVAL OF RUSSIA
PETER I AND CATHERINE II
DURING the seventeenth century, Turkey held its own
as one of the Great Powers-perhaps the most powerful,
with the doubtful exception of France. At the end of that
century, however, it began that process of decline which
slowly continued until the birth of a new Turkey after
the World War. Attacked along the whole of its northern
front, it was obliged to surrender most of the Danube
Valley (Hungary and Transylvania) to the Habsburgs, the
Ukraine and Podalia to Poland and Azof to Russia. The
Treaty of Carlowitz in 1699, in which these losses of
Turkey were registered, marks the first distinct step in
the dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire*
The Turkish monopoly of the Black Sea was now about
to be threatened by two Powers, Austria and Russia. Of
these, however, Russia alone had reached the shores and
set out at once to overcome the Turkish claims.
In 1699, Peter the Great, with characteristic energy and
aggressiveness, sent an embassy to Constantinople, on board
a Russian man-of-war, one of the Russian squadron he had
built in the taking of Azof. This first Russian battle-ship
made an impression at Constantinople; but the Turk was
not to be over-awed by it, nor by the aggressive attitude of
the Russian envoy, and the demand for freedom of naviga-
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